What is claimed is: 

1. A surgical snare device, comprising: 

a tubular sheath having a proximal end region and a distal end region; 
a shaft extending through and movable relative to the sheath; 
a swivel having a first end and a second end, the first end being coupled to the 
shaft; and 

a snare loop coupled to the second end of the swivel. 

2. The snare device of claim 1, wherein the first end of the swivel is coupled 
to a distal end of the shaft. 

3. The snare device of claim 1, wherein the shaft is moveable between a first 
position where the snare loop is substantially disposed within the sheath and a second 
position where the snare loop substantially extends distally out of the distal end region of 
the sheath. 

4. The snare device of claim 1, wherein the snare loop includes a plurality of 
proximal legs that are connected to the second end of the swivel. 

5. The share device of claim 1, wherein the snare loop includes a plurality of 
proximal legs that are connected to a coupling member. 
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6. The snare device of claim 5, further comprising a Hnking shaft coupled to 
and extending between the coupling member and the second end of the swivel. 

7. The snare device of claim 1, wherein the snare loop includes a braid. 

8. A snare loop device, comprising: 

a sheath having a proximal end region and a distal end region; 

a shaft extending through and movable within the sheath, the shaft having a distal 

end; 

a swivel having a first end and a second end, the first end being coupled to the 
distal end of the shaft; 

a snare loop having a plurality of proximal legs, the legs being coupled to the 
second end of the swivel; and 

wherein the swivel is configured to permit rotation of the snare loop relative to the 

shaft. 

9. The snare loop device of claim 8, further comprising a handle coupled to 
the proximal end region of the sheath. 

10. The snare loop device of claim 8, wherein the shaft is moveable between a 
first position where the snare loop is substantially disposed within the sheath and a 
second position where the snare loop substantially extends distally out of the distal end 
region of the sheath. 
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11. The snare loop device of claim 8, wherein the snare loop includes a braid. 


12. The snare loop device of claim 8, wherein the swivel include a swivel 

body. 

13. The snare loop device of claim 12, wherein the proximal legs are attached 
to a first bearing disposed within the swivel body. 

14. The snare loop device of claim 13, wherein the first bearing is fixedly 
attached to the swivel body. 

15. The snare loop device of claim 13, wherein the first bearing is rotatable 
within the swivel body. 

16. The snare loop device of claim 15, wherein the legs extend through a 
second bearing that is fixedly attached to the swivel body. 

17. The snare loop device of claim 15, wherein the shaft is attached to a third 
bearing. 

18. The snare loop device of claim 17, wherein the third bearing is fixedly 
attached to the swivel body. 
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19. The snare loop device of claim 17, wherein the second bearing is rotatable 
within the swivel body. 

20. A snare loop device, comprising: 

a sheath having a proximal end region and a distal end region; 

a shaft extending through and movable within the sheath, the shaft having a distal 

end; 

a swivel having a first end and a second end, the first end being coupled to the 
distal end of the shaft; 

a snare loop having a plurality of proximal legs, the legs being coupled to a 
linking shaft; 

wherein the linking shaft is coupled to the second end of the swivel; and 
wherein the swivel is configured to permit rotation of the snare loop relative to the 

shaft. 

21. The snare loop device of claim 20, wherein the legs are coupled to the 
linking shaft by a connector. 

22. The snare loop device of claim 20, fiirther comprising a handle coupled to 
the proximal end region of the sheath. 

23. The snare loop device of claim 20, wherein the shaft is moveable between 
a first position where the snare loop is substantially disposed within the sheath and a 
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second position where the snare loop substantially extends distally out of the distal end 
region of the sheath. 

24. The snare loop device of claim 20, wherein the snare loop includes a 

briaid. 

25. The snare loop device of claim 20, wherein the swivel include a swivel 

body. 

26. The snare loop device of claim 25, wherein the linking shaft is attached to 
a first bearing disposed within the swivel body. 

27. The snare loop device of claim 26, wherein the first bearing is fixedly 
attached to the swivel body. 

28. The snare loop device of claim 26, wherein the first bearing is rotatable 
within the swivel body. 

29. The snare loop device of claim 28, wherein the legs extend through a 
second bearing that is fixedly attached to the swivel body. 

30. The snare loop device of claim 28, wherein the shaft is attached to a third 
bearing. 
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31. The snare loop device of claim 30, wherein the third bearing is fixedly 
attached to the swivel body. 

32. The snare loop device of claim 30, wherein the third bearing is rotatable 
within the swivel body. 

33. A method for removing a polyp, comprising the steps of: 

providing a self-orienting snare loop device, the device including a sheath, a shaft 
disposed within the sheath, a handle coupled to the sheath and the shaft, a swivel having a 
first end region coupled to a distal end region of the shaft, and a snare loop coupled to a 
second end region of the swivel; 

configuring the device so that snare loop is disposed in the sheath; 

advancing the sheath through a body lumen to a position adjacent a polyp; 

moving the shaft so that the snare loop extends distally from the sheath; 

orienting the snare loop by engaging the polyp with the snare loop; and 

proximally retracting the snare loop into the sheath, thereby cutting the polyp. 

34. The method of claim 33, fiirther comprising the step of delivering current 
to the snare loop. 

35. The method of claim 34, wherein the step of delivering current to the snare 
loop includes delivering mono-polar current. 
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36. The method of claim 34, wherein the step of delivering current to the snare 
loop includes delivering bipolar current. 

37. A self-orienting snare loop device, comprising: 

a tubular sheath having a proximal end region and a distal end region; 
a shaft disposed within the sheath; 
a handle coupled to the proximal end region of the sheath; 
wherem the handle include a sliding member, the sliding member being coupled 
to the shaft such that movement of the sliding member results in movement of the shaft; 
a swivel coupled to the distal end of the shaft; 

wherein the swivel is disposed adjacent the distal end region of the sheath; and 
a snare loop coupled to the swivel. 
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